PRESS REPORT

Guest Lecture series on the “India Justice Report”
Organised by Child Rights Centre and Human Rights Cell, Symbiosis Law School, Pune

11th—12th August 2026 | SVC Auditorium, Viman Nagar & MPH, SLSP

Symbiosis Law School, Pune, a constituent of Symbiosis International (Deemed University), organised a two-
day series of academic sessions on 11-12 August 2026 on the India Justice Report (1JR), bringing together faculty
members, research scholars, students, and other participants for discussions on justice delivery, human rights,
juvenile justice, child rights, and access to justice. The sessions featured Adv. Maja Daruwala, Chief Editor, India
Justice Report; Ms. Nayanika Singhal, Senior Research Associate, India Justice Report; and Mr. Shrihari Paliath,
Consultant, India Justice Report. The programme was attended by more than 700 participants.

Day 1 — 11" August 2026 | SVC Auditorium, Viman Nagar | The programme commenced on 11 August at the
SVC Auditorium, Viman Nagar, with the ceremonial watering of the bilva sapling. In her Welcome Address,
Prof. (Dr.) Shashikala Gurpur, Fulbright Scholar, Director, Symbiosis Law School, Pune, Dean, Faculty of Law,
Symbiosis International (Deemed University), and Jean Monnet Chair Professor, highlighted the significance of
the India Justice Report and SLS Pune's engagement with questions of law, justice, and human rights. She
emphasized the need to bridge the gap between the letter and spirit of law and between legal parlance and lived
experiences of justice. The guests were subsequently felicitated by Dr. Gurpur.

Adv. Maja Daruwala delivered the keynote address on, “India’s Capacity to Deliver Justice,” examining the
findings and methodology of the India Justice Reports from 2019 to 2025. The session addressed institutional
vacancies, judicial workload and pendency, prisons and undertrials, legal aid, police functioning, financial
constraints, and the need for institutional reform and greater representation. A Q&A explored policy reform,
global models, institutional review, and access to justice.

A Faculty Development Programme on “The Future of Human Rights,” followed at the Conference Room of
SLS, Pune. Adv. Daruwala discussed the historical development of human rights, the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, and the aspirational character of the Indian Constitution. She examined authoritarianism, social
inequalities, corporate and technological power, climate change, and threats to vulnerable communities, while
emphasizing the importance of human-rights education.

Day 2 — 12" August 2026 | MPH, SL S, Pune | On 12 August, Ms. Nayanika Singhal, Senior Research Associate,
India Justice Report delivered a lecture on “Juvenile Justice and Children in Conflict with the Law,” presenting
IJR findings from 28 states and 2 Union Territories. She highlighted deficiencies in Juvenile Justice Boards, legal
aid, observation homes, medical and counselling services, probation personnel, and institutional resources, while
discussing the need for a child-centred and rehabilitative approach.

The programme concluded with the seminar “Child Rights and Access to Justice: Challenges and the Way
Forward,” featuring Adv. Maja Daruwala, Ms. Nayanika Singhal, and Mr. Shrihari Paliath. The seminar examined
the constitutional and international foundations of child rights and presented empirical findings on JJB vacancies,
case pendency, legal aid, observation homes, Places of Safety, probation services, and funding. The interactive
Q&A addressed older adolescents accused of serious offences, mental-health support, aftercare, and the role of
artificial intelligence in courts.

Overall, the four sessions offered a comprehensive, empirical, and socio-legal examination of the gap between
legal guarantees and their implementation, reaffirming SLS Pune's commitment to meaningful engagement with
justice, human rights, and child welfare.



Dignitaries on the dice during Ceremonial Watering of the Bilva; (from left right): Dr. Atmaram Shelke, Mr.
Shrihari Paliath, Adv. Maja Daruwala, Prof. (Dr.) Shashikala Gurpur, Ms. Nayanika Singhal
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