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EDITORIAL

AI and the Crises of Trust
The world stands today at the crossway of a 
technological revolution where artificial 
intelligence has entered every room, realm, 
and route. Its impact on human lives has 
been a persistent concern. And yet, such 
concerns become alarming as AI enters the 
territory of manipulation. India, in the latter 
half of 2025, witnessed AI-generated 
political content like synthetic audio, altered 
videos, and deepfakes. AI moved from mere 
internet curiosity to serious socio-legal 
concerns of subterfuge. One must ask 
abou t  the  imp l i ca t ions  o f  such  
manipulation? We, as a people, are faced 
with a question that disturbs the very fabric 
of our society: if seeing can no longer be 
enough, is no more believing, then what 
becomes of truth itself?
 The most known victims of 
deepfakes on social media platforms have 
been public figures, politicians, and 
actresses like Kajol, Katrina Kaif, and 
Rashmika Mandana. Such fabricated 
content has not only drawn nationwide 
attention to this phenomenon, but also 
exposed the ease with which artificial 
intelligence could generate convincing 
visual realities. India Today rightly calls 
deepfakes as a "weapon of mass deception", 
posing threat to individuals and society 
alike. This phenomenon of deception casts 
tall shadows of distrust in the very idea of 
visual evidence. While traditionally, videos 
and photographs acted as an indubitable 
tool of persuasion in journalism, and 
investigations, with the advent of generative 
AI and its unprecedented capacities, today 
the reliance on visual evidence cannot be a 
given. Moreover, exponentially convincing 
morphed speeches or audio recordings, 
doctored facial expressions and interviews 
invoke distrust in what was once a certainty. 
If (and when) weaponised, the threat 
extends beyond celebrities to politics, 
communal harmony, and even to national 
security.
 India does not have a singular 
comprehensive legislation that could 
regulate AI-assisted manipulation, and that 
contributes to the legal challenge around 
deepfakes. However, deepfakes bleed into 
fragmented provisions under cybercrime 
laws, the Information Technology Act, 
2000,  copyr ight  law,  defamat ion 
provisions, and privacy jurisprudence 
under Article 21. Obscenity, online 
harassment, and impersonation related 
provisions do provide partial remedies, 
however reactive and not preventive in 
nature. Concurrently, there have been 
growing debates surrounding platform 
accountability, the kind of responsive or 
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proactive approaches social media 
intermediaries should adopt, and the 
measures to detect and regulate 
manipulated content before it gets 
published. The ethical challenges 
posed by AI reveal the shortcomings 
of the "safe harbour" protections 
bestowed to intermediaries under the 
IT framework, and expose the 
tension between digital responsibility 
and free expression.
 There is no doubt that AI 
has transformative potential. And 
yet, without adequate regulating 
frameworks, it risks engendering a 
post-truth society that runs on 
unverified misinformation. The 
challenge is not only legal but ethical 
and educational. Therefore, mere law 
may not address the entirety of this 
crisis. Legal reform, public digital 
l i t e r a c y,  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  
accountability need to evolve in 
tandem in order to confront it. India 
is coming up with bills like The 
Artificial Intelligence (Ethics and 
Accountability) Bill, 2025, and AI 
Governance guidelines to address 
the matter. After all, in this age, where 
truth is the most vulnerable and 
prone to violation, protecting it 
becomes one of the most pressing 
cultural and constitutional trials of 
our time.

Deeksharambh: In-House Induction Program 2025: (From left to Right) Dr. Aparajita Mohanty, Deputy 
Director (Academics), SLS, Pune, Prof. (Dr.) Shashikala Gurpur, Director, SLS, Pune & Dean, Faculty of 
Law, SIU, Dr. Ashutosh Panchbhai, Assistant Professor, SLS, Pune, Krish Mistry, President, Student 
Advisory Board 2025-26, SLS, Pune, Prof. Jivantika Gulathi, Assistant Professor, SLS, Pune, Mr. Vinay 
Nindane, Admin. Officer, SLS, Pune, Prof. Natasha Martin, Assistant Professor, SLS, Pune
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(a) Zero Day Programme (Deeksharambh) Phase-I

Zero Day Programme (Deeksharambh) Phase-I was held on July 1st 
for BA.LLB and BBA.LLB (Hons) students, and July 3rd for LLB and 
LLM students, 2025, marking the beginning of their academic 
journey. This was followed by a comprehensive orientation by Prof. 
Dr. Shashikala Gurpur, Director, SLS, Pune & Dean, Faculty of Law, 
SIU. A campus tour and individual faculty interactions facilitated a 
smooth transition into academic life. The event was attended by 
more than 600 hundred students

Prof. Dr. Shashikala Gurpur, orienting new B.B.A/BA.LL.B. 
(Hons.) Batch 2025 students on the school's legacy and 

excellence

Symbiosis Law School, Pune continues to shine among the top law 

colleges in India. We are proud to announce that NIRF-2025 has 

ranked SLS, Pune as 7th in the Law Category. 

NIRF RANKING GRAND EVENTS

Prof. Dr. Shashikala Gurpur, along with Deputy Director, Dr. 
Aparajita Mohanty, Dr. Ashutosh Panchbhai, Batch-in-Charge, 

and Mr. Vinay Nindane, Admin Officer

Prof. Dr. Shashikala Gurpur, orienting new students of LL.B and 
LLM on the school's legacy and excellence
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(a) In-House Induction Programme (Deeksharambh) Phase-II

In-house Induction program was held for the students of B.A.LL.B. 

(Hons), BB.A.LL.B.(Hons) and LL.M & LL. B on 10th & 11th July. 

2025 respectively. Director's address highlighting the important 

aspects of 'Law School Journey', experts addressing key issues of 

settling in a new environment, alumni address and session on anti-

ragging, exam rules were the highlights of the Phase –II of the 

Induction Programme.

Traditional lamp lighting ceremony at the In-House Induction 
Programme for BBA/BALLB (Hons.) Batch 2025-30, marking the 

beginning of a new academic year

Dr. Shashikala Gurpur, Director SLS Pune, addressed the 
students, during the In-House Induction of LL.B & LLM batch 

2025

Ms. Manjusha Bilaskar, who conducted yoga orientation

Dr. Rahul Bagale, Psychiatrist & Deputy Head of Symbiosis 
Centre for Emotional Wellbeing (SCEW), who spoke on "Forging 

Lasting Friendship and Creating a Coping Mechanism

Academic orientation was provided by Dr. Aparajita Mohanty, Deputy 
Director (Academics) SLS-Pune, on anti-ragging measures. Dr. 
Kshitij Naikade, Assistant Professor SLSP, gave an orientation on 
examination and CGPA system. Col. (Retd.) G.S. Radkar, Senior 
Campus Administrator, on campus-related matters. Dr. Mohanty 
proposed a vote of thanks

Adv. Sampat Bulusu interacting with students as an alumni
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The highlight was the "Been There, Done That" alumni interaction 

sessions featuring Adv. Sampat Bulusu, General Manager - Legal & 

Corporate Affairs at Shell Energy India & Hazira Port, Mr. Rahul 

Kothari, Advocate and Co-Founder of Squarely Legal and Captain 

Sharmistha Dutta from the Indian Army.

(c) Deekshrabh: Phase III (Induction Programme)

An Induction Programme was organized to orient the students of 1st 

year B.A./B.B.A. LL.B. (Hons.), LL.B., and 1st semester LLM on the 

Student Advisory Board and various cell activities of the Law School 

at Ishanya Bhavan Auditorium on August 4, 2025.

President Krish Mistry along with the Vice-Presidents of the 
Student Advisory Board (SAB) 2025-26

Events such as Corporate Law Quizzes, Chess, Hogathon, 
Murder Mystery, Solo Singing, and Solo Dance allowed 

students to demonstrate their individual and collective talents.

(d) SYMPHORIA 2025

Between 9th to 12th September 2025, Extra-Curricular Clubs 

conducted the annual intra college cultural, academic and sports fest 

Symphoria 2025; the annual intra-college cultural festival of 

Symbiosis Law School, Pune. The theme this year was Whispering 

Hallways. The event is one of the most eagerly awaited student-

centric events of the institution. Organised exclusively for first-year 

students, the fest serves as a vibrant platform for them to showcase 

their creativity, explore interests beyond academics, and ease into 

campus life. The festival featured a diverse range of competitions 

catering to varied artistic, cultural, and intellectual interests. 

Mr. Rahul Kothari in an alumni interaction with students
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(e) SAB Investiture 2025

The Investiture Ceremony of the Student Advisory Board was held 

on 15th September 2025 at the Ishanya Auditorium. The ceremony 

marked the formal induction of the newly selected Board into office. 

The welcome address was delivered by Prof. Dr. Shashikala Gurpur 

and Chief Guest was Mr. Amitesh Kumar, Commissioner of Police, 

Pune City.

(f) 76th Constitution Day Celebration

Symbiosis Law School, Pune, commemorated the 76th Constitution 

Day on Tuesday, 16 December 2025, with a panel discussion on the 

theme "The Constitution and India's Journey Towards Inclusive 

Development" held at the Symbiosis Ishanya Auditorium. 

The panel discussion was moderated by Prof. (Dr.) Shashikala 

Gurpur, Dean, Faculty of Law, SIU and Director Symbiosis Law 

School, Pune. The distinguished panel included Justice Shalini 

Phansalkar Joshi, Former Judge, Bombay High Court, Prof. (Dr.) N. 

K. Chakrabarti, Former Vice-Chancellor, West Bengal National 

University of Juridical Sciences (NUJS), Dr. Vijay Pratap Tiwari, 

Professor of Law at MNLU Nagpur, and Dr. Swapnil Tripathi, Lead at 

Charkha (Centre for Constitutional Law) at Vidhi Centre for Legal 

Policy.

Prof. Dr. Shashikala Gurpur delivering a welcome address at 
the SAB Investiture 2025

L-R: Mr. Krish Mistry, Dr. Aparajita Mohanty, Prof. Dr. 
Shashikala Gurpur, Mr. Amitesh Kumar, Dr. Atmaram Shelke, Dr. 

Vandini Sharma

Investiture Ceremony of the newly appointed SAB Members

L-R: Dr. Vijay Pratap Tiwari, Justice Shalini Phansalkar Joshi, 
Prof. (Dr.) Shashikala Gurpur, Dr. Swapnil Tripathi, and Prof. 

(Dr.)  N. K. Chakrabarti

(g) SAB Outbond

The Student Advisory Board (SAB) Outbound was successfully 

conducted on 10th December, 2025 at Sandipani, Symbiosis 

International (Deemed University), Lavale Campus, 

Pune. Prof. (Dr.) Shashikala Gurpur, Director, SLSP, Dr. A. Mohanty, 

faculty in charge of SAB, and a number of faculty members leading 

different student driven cells attended the outbound. During the 

outbound, the core members of SAB engaged in a brainstorming 

activity under the guidance of Dr. Shashikala Gurpur to visualize the 

roadmap for all activities of SAB & SYMBHAV.



06

L to R: Mr. Krish Mistry, Mr. Kiran Sonar, Mr. Vinay Nindane, 
Col S Sihorkar (Retd), Dr. Shashikala Gurpur, Dr. Shivali Lawale, 
Dr. Aparajita Mohanty, Dr. Alivite Ningthoujam and Ms. Bharati 

Borkar at SLS, Pune

Students at SAB Outbound activity

CULTURAL EVENTS

●  Independence Day Celebration

The 79th Independence Day was celebrated at Symbiosis Viman 

Nagar New Campus. The event commenced with a flag-hoisting 

ceremony, the National Anthem, and a welcome address by Dr. 

Shashikala Gurpur, Director, SLS-P. This was followed by a video 

message from Prof. (Dr.) S. B. Mujumdar, Chancellor. Prof. Shivali 

Lawale, Director, SSIS, Pune was the Chief Guest for the event. The 

event concluded with vibrant cultural performances by students of 

SLS-P and SSIS.  

Prof. Dr. Shashikala Gurpur offering Aarti to Lord Ganesha

●  Ganesh Chaturthi

Symbiosis Law School, Pune celebrated Ganesh Chaturthi with great 
devotion and enthusiasm. The celebration featured vibrant cultural 
performances, including soulful music, captivating dance 
performances, and theatrical presentations depicting mythological 
tales and historical moments associated with Lord Ganesha. The 
festivities concluded with the Ganpati Visarjan ceremony held on 
31st August 2025 in the presence of Dr. Shashikala Gurpur, 
accompanied by the energetic beats of the traditional Dhol-Tasha, 
creating a festive and memorable atmosphere for the entire SLS 
Pune community. 

Traditional Dhol-Tasha performance

●  NEP Nukkad Natak

SAARTHI (Student Ambassador for Academic Reforms in 

Transforming Higher Education in India) initiative at Symbiosis Law 

School, Pune organized a Nukkad Natak on the National Education 

Policy (NEP) 2020 on 8th December 2025.



07

●  Teacher's Day

Teacher's Day was celebrated on 4th September 2025 with immense 

enthusiasm and reverence with the theme "Gyan ki Galiyan". 

Symbolizing the path of knowledge that teachers illuminate for their 

students. It consisted of Welcome Address by Dr. Gurpur, 

performances by students and staff, Excellency Awards for the 

faculty and staff as well as included the presence of Adv. Rebecca 

Todd. Post lunch, a cake was cut in the Dome Area, followed by art 

activities and other games for the faculty and staff in the Dome area.

Prof. Dr. Shashikala Gurpur highlighting the significance of the 
Guru-Shishya Tradition

●  Onam Festival

The harvest festival of Onam was celebrated at Symbiosis Law 

School, Pune, on 19th September 2025 which included Lighting of 

the Lamp by Dr. Gurpur and Dr. Mohanty as well as performances 

such as the Thiruvadara dance and music performance by the cells.

●  Diwali Celebrations

SLS Pune celebrated Diwali with great enthusiasm by organizing a 

Faculty and Staff Get-Together and Lunch on 14th October 2025. The 

event provided an opportunity for faculty and staff to come together, 

interact in a festive atmosphere, and strengthen the spirit of 

teamwork and camaraderie. The celebration was filled with warmth, 

joy, and togetherness, reflecting the vibrant culture of the institution. 

As part of the festivities, Diwali gift cards were distributed to all 

faculty and staff on 16th October 2025 as a token of appreciation for 

their dedication and valuable contributions. The celebrations created 

cherished memories and reinforced the sense of unity within the SLS 

Pune family. 

Prof. Dr. Shashikala Gurpur distributing the Diwali Gift Cards
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ALUMNI CELL

●  Alumni (KYA) 2025

On 13th September 2025, the Alumni Cell hosted the latest edition of 

the KYA Panel under the theme “A Saga in Success.” The session 

brought together a panel of eminent alumni who have carved a niche 

for themselves across diverse practice areas of law.

The distinguished panelists included Mr. Nishant Gautam, Mr. 

Suyash Guru, Mr. Nishad Nadkarni, Mr. Shravanth Arya, Ms. Jyotsna 

Banerjee, and Mr. Lalan Gupta. Each speaker reflected on their career 

trajectories and shared their professional experience in litigation and 

corporate practice while highlighting the practical realities of skill-

building, perseverance, and adaptability.

CELL ACTIVITIES

Distinguished Alumni addressing the students

●  Guest Lecture

Ms. Tanya Kukade is a senior member of the Pharmaceutical, 

Healthcare, Medical Device and Digital Health team at Nishith Desai 

Associates on 3rd September, 2025, she delivered an offline guest 

lecture, aiming to bridge theoretical learning with practical 

applications in the pharmaceutical and healthcare legal domain.

Mr. Kaustubh Shakkarwar is the founder of Data Nuance Consulting, 

a global outsourced Data Protection Officer service on 28th 

September, 2025, he delivered an engaging and insightful offline 

guest lecture on Data Protection and Breach Management to the 

LLM Students

●  Alumni-cum-Destination Meet

Symbiosis Law School, Pune organized the annual Alumni-cum-

Destination Meet 2025 at Chelmsford Club, New Delhi on 13th 

December 2025. The welcome address was delivered by Prof. (Dr.) 

Shashikala Gurpur, Dean of the Faculty of Law, SIU and Director, SLS 

Pune, highlighting the institution's achievements and various 

alumni initiatives.  The Chief Guest, Senior Advocate Supreme 

Court, Naresh Kaushik shared insights from his experience and 

appreciated the institution's academic excellence and ethical focus.
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NORTH-EAST CELL

●  Guest Lecture- Law & Culture: Rights, Identity & Justice in 

Northeast India 

On 3rd October 2025, the North-East Cell of Symbiosis Law School, 

Pune, hosted Prof. (Dr.) Joy L.K. Pachuau from JNU for a lecture on 

"Socio-Political, Cultural & Historical Contexts of Gender Relations 

and Matrilineal Societies in North East India." She traced the 

evolution of feminist thought, women's participation in India's 

reform movements, and examined how legal, customary, and 

religious systems shape gender dynamics in the North East. Prof. 

Pachuau highlighted that matrilineal societies, while distinct, are not 

free from patriarchy, and urged for context-sensitive analyses of 

gender and law. The interactive session deepened students' 

understanding of gender justice through historical and 

interdisciplinary perspectives. 

CORPORATE LAW CELL

●  Guest Lecture

October 10, 2025, the Corporate Law Cell, in collaboration with the 

Career and Professional Development Cell, hosted a guest lecture by 

Mr. Santosh B. Parab, General Counsel at L&T Finance, on Evolving 

Paths in Corporate Law and Compliance. Drawing from his extensive 

experience, he compared in-house and law firm careers, discussed 

the evolving role of General Counsels, and emphasized key skills like 

business acumen and risk management. He also highlighted the 

growing impact of technology and AI on corporate legal practice. 

The session concluded with an interactive Q&A that provided 

students with valuable career insights.

●  Guest Lecture

 ●  The Entrepreneurship Cell organized an insightful online 

guest lecture on “Sustainable Innovation, Incubation & 

Entrepreneurship Model” on 9th September 2025. The session was 

led by Mr. Ramesh Siddavatam, an eminent entrepreneur and 

Founder of Innopreneur Consulting Pvt. Ltd., who has vast 

experience in nurturing start-ups and promoting sustainable 

entrepreneurial ecosystems. The lecture witnessed an enthusiastic 

turnout of about 100 participants. 

 ●  The Entrepreneurship Cell of the Student Advisory Board 

2025-26, SLSP, organized a Guest Lecture on the topic “Finding 

Legal Solutions for Problem Statements” on 19th December 2025. 

Resource Person: Mr. Ramesh  Siddavatam, Founder & CEO, 

Innopreneur Consulting Pvt. Ltd. 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP CELL

●  Workshop

On October 11, 2025, a workshop on the SIU Code of Conduct was 

held at Multipurpose Hall at Symbiosis Law School, Pune from 1:00 

PM to 2:00 PM, led by Dr. Atmaram Shelke, associate professor of 

Symbiosis Law School, Pune. The session was organized to inform 

students about the university's policies and to foster a safe and 

secure learning environment. The workshop outlined the key 

principles of the Code of Conduct and the potential consequences of 

various forms of misconduct.

STUDENT WELFARE CELL
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●  Seminar conducted

On 26 June 2025, Student Welfare Cell, SLS, Pune, in collaboration 

with CLCL Cell, organized an online seminar on "Drug Abuse 

Awareness and Prevention" for students, faculty, and staff. Resource 

persons: Dr. Girija Mahale (Psychiatrist & Head, Symbiosis Centre 

for Emotional Wellbeing), Ms. Sonali Kale (Deputy Director, 

Muktangan Drug and Habitation Centre), and Adv. (Dr.) Sanjay H. 

Shinde IPS(R), Ph.D. in Cyber Security, Former DCP, Cybercrimes, 

Anti-Narcotics and Economic Offences, Pune.

●  Quiz Club & CLCL and Pro Bono Club: Legal Aid and Legal 

Awareness Quiz 

A Legal Aid and Legal Awareness Quiz was conducted by Quiz Club & 

CLCL and Pro Bono Club on the 10th of October 2025. The number of 

participants was more than 120 students. 

QUIZ CLUB 

COMMUNITY LEGAL CARE AND 
LITERACY CELL (CLCL)

●  Community Outreach: Rights of Women Facing Domestic 

Violence

On 25 September, 2025, Community Legal Care and Literacy Cell 

(CLCL) and the Pro Bono Club of Symbiosis Law School, Pune, 

jointly organized with Symbiosis Community Outreach Programme 

and Extension (SCOPE) a vital legal awareness programme at 

Kasaramboli Village, Mulshi, Pune. 

The session, centered on the crucial topic of "Rights of Women 

Facing Domestic Violence," was dedicated to empowering the 

women from the local community with comprehensive knowledge 

about their legal protections. The primary objective was to reframe 

domestic violence not as a private family issue, but as a critical 

matter of law and justice, thereby encouraging community-wide 

recognition and action against such abuse. The event marked a 

presence of more than 50 participants.
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●  Legal Awareness Session: Padalgharwadi, Rihe Village

On 11th October, 2025, the Community Legal Care and Literacy Cell 

& Pro Bono Club of Student Advisory Board (2025-26), Symbiosis 

Law School, Pune, organized a Legal Awareness Session in 

collaboration with SCOPE (Symbiosis Community Outreach 

Programme Extension) on the topic "Digital Literacy, Cyber Security, 

and the Use and Benefits of Digital Public Infrastructure" 

Padalgharwadi, Rihe Village. The session aimed to equip 

participants with essential knowledge to navigate the digital 

ecosystem safely and responsibly, emphasizing the importance of 

understanding cyber risks, adopting protective digital practices, and 

leveraging digital infrastructure for personal and societal benefit.

●  Jan Sunwai

On 14th December 2025, an event was planned based on the idea of 

establishing an active platform through the participation of women 

sharing their issues, legal education, and knowledge about the 

existence of legal support tools and government welfare programs at 

the bottom level. The project was to empower the local communities 

and facilitate access to the justice system by interacting directly with 

the stakeholders in the villages. This was the case during the Jan 

Sunwaii Session carried out at the Khandale Village and with the help 

and co-operative efforts of the Gram Panchayat authorities. The 

women living in the village were also active in the session and openly 

discussed the social, educational, and legal matters of the problems 

that influence their lives.

●  Legal Awareness

On 17th December 2025, the Community Legal Care and Literacy 

Cell of SLS Pune conducted a number of orientation sessions in 

Urawade Village Gram Panchayat, Pune on the topic "Role of 

●  National Lok Adalat

On 13th December 2025, students and faculty members of 

Symbiosis Law School, Pune, participated in the National Lok Adalat 

held at the District and Sessions Court, Pune, in collaboration with 

the District Legal Services Authority (DLSA), Pune. The event was 

conducted by the Community Legal Care and Literacy Cell and Pro 

Bono Club, SAB 25-26, SLSP, as part of its vision to foster legal 

literacy and promote access to justice through practical exposure. A 

total of 57 students from CLCLC participated in the event, including 

students from the 5 years B.A./B.B.A. LLB (Hons.) + 3 years LLB. 

Panchayati Raj Institutions in Safeguarding Women's Rights and 

Addressing Grievances.” The event was graced by dignitaries 

including; Adv. Akshay Badve, Ms. Archana Kale (Gram Sevika), Ms. 

Nishigandha Gurav (Police Patil), Ms. Sangita Bhingare (CRP), Prof. 

Natasha Martin, Faculty Member, CLCL Cell & Pro Bono Club, SLS 

Pune.
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●  Summer School

On 1st October 2025, Symbiosis Law School, Pune, hosted a 

session where students shared their experiences from various 

Semester Exchange and Summer School programs across the 

globe, encouraging peers to participate in such opportunities. The 

event began with Dr. Shashikala Gurpur highlighting the significance 

of global exposure. Presentations covered diverse programs from 

the SDG Semester Exchange at Ostfalia University, IHL Summer 

School at The Hague, and Cologne Summer School on 

Intergenerational Justice, to Leiden University's International 

Criminal Law program, HWR Berlin's exchange, and Leeds Beckett 

University's semester abroad. Students discussed academic 

insights, field visits, networking opportunities, cultural learnings, 

and personal growth, offering practical advice for aspirants.

INTERNATIONAL CELL

Dr. Shashikala Gurpur highlighting the significance of global 
exposure

Students discussing academic insights and networking 
opportunities

●  Academic Collaboration

On 4th November 2025, an online meeting was held with 

representatives from the University of Southampton, the first UK 

university to establish a campus in India. The meeting served as a 

platform to discuss potential avenues for academic collaboration, 

institutional partnerships, and opportunities for student and faculty 

engagement. It facilitated a productive exchange of ideas and 

explored prospects for future cooperation between the institutions. 

The representatives from SLS, Pune were Dr. Shashikala Gurpur, 

Dean, Faculty of Law, SIU and Director SLS, Pune, Dr. Anupama 

Kotur, Dr. Sujata Arya, Dr. Kshitij Naikade. The representatives on 

behalf of Dean of Law, University of Southampton were Dr. Werner 

Scholtz, Head of School and Professor of Global Environmental Law, 

Dr. Iris Benohr, Dr. Hannah Stones

●  Tree Plantation Drive

A tree plantation drive was also conducted on 3rd December 2025, 

by students and faculty of the International Cell in collaboration with 

the ECOCON Cell, Student Advisory Board 25-26, of Symbiosis Law 

School, Pune. The drive was conducted at Deccan College, Pune, 

and was attended by numerous enthusiastic student volunteers 

from the aforementioned cells, showcasing the students' keen 

interest in making a meaningful change. The 15 participants were 

divided into groups, each assigned specific planting zones. Dr. Ruth 

Areli García León, Coordinator of the funded DAAD- SDG 

Partnerships Project "Implementation of the Sustainable 

Development Goals - India, Nepal, and Germany" at the Brunswick 

European Law School in Germany, actively joined the volunteers and 

personally planted 50 saplings of native species.
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●  Session on Sustainable Consumer Behavior 

08 December, 2025, Dr. Ruth Areli García León, Coordinator of the 
funded DAAD- SDG Partnerships Project "Implementation of the 
Sustainable Development Goals - India, Nepal, and Germany" at the 
Brunswick European Law School in Germany, led an interactive 
session on sustainable consumer behaviour, addressing the 
knowledge–action gap and encouraging students to reflect on 
consumer responsibility and their future role as legal professionals 
in achieving the SDGs.

ECOCON CELL

●  Field Visits

    ♦  Farm Visit: Godrej AJNUJ Farm

On 27th Sept 2025, the EcoCon Cell, in collaboration with the 
Environmental Law faculty, organized a field visit for first-year LL.B. 
students (Batch 2025-2028) to the Naoroji Godrej Centre for Plant 
Research (NGCPR) at Ajnuj Village. The resource person, Dr. Erach 
Barucha, provided the students with essential experiential learning 
that directly complemented their Environmental Law curriculum.

Dr. Erach Barucha interacting with the LL.B. Students at the  
Godrej AJNUJ Farm

KAUTILYA SOCIETY

●  Guest Lecture

The Kautilya Society at Symbiosis Law School, Pune, in association 

with the Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy, organized a guest lecture on 'A 

Foundational Look at the Delimitation Process' on August 5, 2025, 

for the Third-year B.A./B.B.A LL. B (Hons.) students. The lecture was 

delivered by Mr. Anshul Dalmia, Research Fellow, Vidhi Centre for 

Legal Policy.

STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

The Digital Frontier: AI, Privacy, and Human Rights

●  R ADITYA delivered a powerful presentation titled "The 
Algorithmic Abyss, and the Case for Pluralist Privacy" at ICSHR 2025 
RGNUL (October 2025), offering a sharp critique of India's biometric 
surveillance and the DPDP Act while advocating for robust privacy 
protections against algorithmic bias.

●  T S Yadhu Nandhan tackled the complexities of the future in 
"Algorithm & Accountability: Rethinking AI inventorship under 
International IP Law and South Asian Jurisprudence." Presented in 
October 2025 and published in February, this research is featured in 
the book "South Asian Voices on Artificial Intelligence & Law: 
Regulation, Rights and Realities" (ISBN: 978-81-990503-8-9). It 
confronts the unprecedented legal hurdles posed by autonomous AI 
systems like DABUS.

●  Vidhi Shrivastava published "Future of Transparency: RTI in the 
digital age of data protection and AI" in the Indian Journal of Law and 
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Legal Research (December 2025). This paper exposes how data-
driven governance, algorithmic decision making, and AI have 
revealed profound structural constraints within the document-
centric approach of the RTI Act.

●  Riddhi Debnath and Ashmit Debnath authored "Human Rights 
2.0: Reconstructing Dignity, Autonomy, and Freedom in the Digital 
Era" for the RGNUL Law Review (December 2025). Their work is a 
timely exploration of how surveillance technologies, algorithmic 
bias, and rapid digitalization are radically reshaping fundamental 
human liberties.

Criminal Justice, Liability, & Humanitarian Reform

●  Prarthi Malani published "Criminal Defenses based on Genetic 
Predisposition" in The Amikus Qriae (July 2025), providing a 
compelling and cutting-edge analysis of legal defenses built upon 
genetic predispositions in criminal cases.

●  B. Namita Varshini contributed "The Paradox Of Open Prisons In 
India: Humanitarian Reform Or Administrative Lapse?" to the 
International Journal for Legal Research and Analysis (August 
2025). The paper critically scrutinizes open prisons as an alternative 
to traditional incarceration, highlighting uneven implementation, the 
absence of uniform legislation, and the urgent need for gender-
sensitive facilities.

●  Pehal Singhvi brought critical attention to historical injustices 
with the paper "Revisiting State Liability and Victim's Rights in Mass 
Disasters: A Critical Appraisal of the Bhopal Gas Leak Disaster 
(Processing of Claims) Act, 1985" (October 2025).

Constitutional Law, Society, & Global Policy

●  Inaya Narula and Raghav Goyal published "Reimagining Social 
Empowerment: A Constitutional, Judicial, Global Rethink of India's 
Reservation System" in the International Journal for Legal Research 
and Analysis (December 2025). They boldly argue that the core 
effectiveness of the reservation system has been compromised over 
time by political misuse, legal changes, and shifting socio-economic 
realities.

●  Nishka Garg presented "Law as Reflection of Collective 
Conscious: Assessing how Legal Frameworks Construct Social 
Perception" at the International Conference on “Challenges, 
Prospects & Emerging Dimensions of Human Rights” organized by 
St. Xavier's University, Kolkata (12-13 December 2025). The paper 
explores the delicate space law occupies in shaping a nation's moral 
framework and collective perception of right and wrong.

●  Saptashwa Banerjee presented "Reconciling Trade and SDG 14: 
Striking a Balance Between Trade Commitments and the WTO 
Fisheries Subsidies Agreement" in November 2025, which was 
subsequently published in February 2026 in Volume III Issue IV of 
the LawFoyer International Journal of Doctrinal Legal Research. This 
vital research analyzes the delicate balance between international 
trade commitments, sustainable fisheries governance, and SDG 14 
objectives.

●  Activity Under SPARC Project: Comprehensive Roundtable

SLS Pune, under the SPARC Project funded by the Ministry of 

Government of India, hosted a comprehensive roundtable on "Legal 

& Ethical Framework for AI in Healthcare - Patient Safety Focus" on 

SCALSAR

June 27, 2025. Following introductory remarks by Dr. Shashikala 

Gurpur, Honourable Justice Devendra Kumar Upadhyaya, Chief 

Justice of Delhi High Court, delivered the keynote address. 

Renowned experts from Stockholm University, University of Milan, 

and AIIMS New Delhi, including Dr. Claes Granmar, Dr. Henricus 

Verhagen, Dr. Angelica Bonfanti, Dr. Chiara Ragni, Dr. Shivkumar 

Utture, Dr. Meenakshi Deshpande, Dr. Ravindra Ghooi, Prof. Dr. 

Ganesh Ramakrishnan, Dr. Ketan Kotecha, Dr. Bhushan Borotikar, 

Dr. Dhanya Pramod, Prof. Dr. Arun Jamkar, Dr. Sidhartha 

Sathapathy, Dr. Jitender Sodhi, Mrs. Meenakshi Gijare, Dr. Pavan 

Duggal, and Dr. Santosh Kakade, shared their valuable insights on AI 

in healthcare. The discussion covered AI in healthcare, including 

regulatory frameworks, human rights, ethics, and liability 

frameworks.

Advancing AI Healthcare Frameworks: SLS Pune's online 
roundtable brings together global experts to explore legal, 

ethical, and regulatory aspects of AI in healthcare, under the 
SPARC Project
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●  National Seminar

   ♦  One Day National Conference on Transformative Justice: Dr. 

Ambedkar's Legacy in Lawyering, Advocacy, and Constitutional 

Reforms

Symbiosis Law School, Pune, a constituent of Symbiosis 

International (Deemed University), in collaboration with the 

Symbiosis Centre for Advanced Legal Studies & Research 

(SCALSAR) and the Symbiosis Centre for Ambedkar Studies, 

successfully hosted a One Day National Conference on 

“Transformative Justice: Dr. Ambedkar's Legacy in Lawyering, 

Advocacy, and Constitutional Reforms” on 30th August 2025. The 

conference witnessed the participation of more than 100 students, 

faculty members, and paper presenters from across the country.

The event was graced by eminent dignitaries including Chief Guest 

Prof. (Dr.) Dilip Ukey, Vice Chancellor, Maharashtra National Law 

University, Mumbai. The Guests of Honour were Prof. (Dr.) Ajay 

Choudhary, Dr. Ambedkar Chair, Symbiosis Centre for Ambedkar 

Studies, and Dr. Ramratan V. Dhumal, Associate Professor, Ajeenkya 

D. Y. Patil University, Pune.

Lighting of the lamp and floral tributes to Dr. B. R. Ambedkar

Address by the Keynote Speaker, Prof. (Dr.) Dilip Ukey, Vice 
Chancellor and Professor of Law, Maharashtra National Law 

University, Mumbai

●  The CSR Dialogue 2025

Reshaping and Reimagining the CSR Space, was organized by 

ExploreiT Nextgen Solutions Private Limited in collaboration with 

Symbiosis Law School, Pune, and The Climate Reality Project. This 

event took place on August 8, 2025 at SLS-Pune. Attended by more 

than 70 participants

Delegates and participants attending the conference

Dr. Shashikala Gurpur sharing her views     
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●  Kick off Meeting 

     ♦  DAAD SDG Project and visit of Dr.  Ruth Areli García-León

On 3rd December 2025, Dr. Ruth Areli García-León, Coordinator of 
the funded DAAD- SDG Partnerships Project "Implementation of the 
Sustainable Development Goals - India, Nepal, and Germany" at the 
Brunswick European Law School in Germany, delivered a 
presentation on “The Influence of Social Media on Sustainable 
Consumption.” Drawing from her interdisciplinary research on 
digital communication, behavioural framing, and food-waste 
discourse on X, she explored how social media platforms shape 
public understanding and practices related to sustainability. The 
session emphasized the persistent knowledge–action gap in 
sustainable consumption, highlighting how social media both 
reflects this gap and holds potential to influence more responsible 
consumer behaviour.

Prof. (Dr.) Shashikala Gurpur felicitated  Dr. Ruth Areli 
Garcia-Leon

Participants of ExploreiT Nextgen Solution Private Limited

Dr. Shashikala Gurpur sharing her views     

●  A Guest Lecture conducted for First Year BA BBA LLB (Hons.) 

students as part of their AI Data Analytics & Legal Technology 

curriculum. Prof. Dr. Ketan Kotecha, Dean, Faculty of Engineering, 

Symbiosis International (Deemed University) and Director, 

Symbiosis Institute of Technology, delivered an insightful lecture on 

the growing significance of Artificial Intelligence in the legal domain, 

covering key topics such as introduction to AI, machine learning, 

and predictive analytics, as well as their applications in legal 

research, contract analysis, and decision-making. The session also 

included hands-on training on the SCISPACE AI tool for academic 

and legal research, providing practical exposure to AI-powered 

summarization, citation tracking, and legal document analysis, 

facilitated by Dr. Sheetal Borhade, Assistant Professor, Symbiosis 

Institute of Technology.

GUEST LECTURES

●  Mr. Moksh Ranawat, All India Rank 251 in the UPSC Civil Services 
Examination 2024, an alumnus of SLS-P, delivered a guest lecture on 
“Civil Services After Law: Career Prospects and Opportunities,” 
dated 6th August, 2025.

Prof. (Dr.) Ketan Kotecha delivering the lecture

●  SLS-P hosted two guest lectures by Ambassador K.P. Fabian, a 
veteran of the Indian Foreign Service and a respected voice in global 
diplomacy. On August 7, 2025, Ambassador Fabian delivered a 
lecture on 'Weapons, Words and The UN: Can International Law still 
contain Modern Conflicts?' at SLS-P, attended by students from the 
2nd Year B.A. L.L.B. (Hons.), 3rd Year B.A./B.B.A. L.L.B. (Hons.), 
and 1st Year L.L.B. programs. The following day, August 8, 2025, he 
delivered another lecture titled 'From Non-Alignment to Strategic 
Alignment: Rethinking India's Foreign Policy Trajectory' at 
Symbiosis Law School, Pune, attended by LLM students and PhD 
scholars.
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FACULTY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM-
CUM-GUEST LECTURE

●  On 01st September, 2025, a FDP-cum-Guest Lecture was 
organized on the topic, “Environmental Laws in Support of River 
Restoration and the State of Rule of Law in US” The resource person 
for the session was Rebecca E. Todd, Executive Director, 
Connecticut River Conservancy.

Ambassador (Rtd.) K.P. Fabian delivering the lecture

●  On 18 September 2025, a FDP-cum-Guest Lecture on the topic: 

Seven Key Legal Skills for Success as a Lawyer and How to Master 

Them, was conducted by Dr. Yarik Kryvoi, LL.M (Harvard), Director 

of the Investment Treaty Forum and Senior Fellow at the British 

Institute of International and Comparative Law (BIICL).

●  On 2-3 September, 2025, an FDP was organised on the topic, 

“OBE Session and CO PO Mapping: General Introduction and 

Guidance (Academics and Exam in SIU)”. On Day-1, the chief 

resource person, Dr. Asmita Dani, Director Academics, Symbiosis 

International (Deemed University), Pune, delivered a very 

informative session. Dr. Dani spoke on “OBE Session and CO PO 

Mapping: General Introduction and Guidance (Academics and Exam 

in SIU),” (Dr.) Rupal Rautdesai: Visiting Professor, Consultant, 

International Projects, SLS, Pune, discussed “Programme 

Objectives and OBE Session Plan Preparation: Case Studies. On 

Day-2, Dr. Kshitij Naikade: Assistant Professor & Exam In-charge, 

SLS, Pune, deliberate on “CO PO Mapping with Internal and External 

Exam and hands-on Training.” Dr. Bhupesh Chitamani: Assistant 

Professor, SLS, Pune, spoke “CO PO Mapping on Moodle and 

hands-on Training” and Dr. Atmaram Shelke: Associate Professor, 

SLS,  Pune, focussed on“OBE Session and CO PO Mapping: How to 

Frame Objective/Multiple Choice Questions”
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●  Symbiosis Law School, Pune organized an expert session on 8th 

October 2025 on the topic “Judge Advocate General (JAG), the Legal 

Arm of the Indian Army.” The session was delivered by Brigadier 

Alok Shukla, who served as the resource person. The lecture 

provided participants with valuable insights into the role, structure, 

and functioning of the Judge Advocate General (JAG) Branch, 

highlighting its significance in administering military justice, 

providing legal counsel within the Indian Army, and upholding the 

rule of law in the armed forces. 

●  On 8th December, 2025, a guest lecture was conducted as part of 

Dr. Ruth Areli Garcia Leo�n's as a part of her visit to Symbiosis Law 

School, Pune. She is the Coordinator of the funded DAAD- SDG 

Partnerships Project "Implementation of the Sustainable 

Development Goals - India, Nepal, and Germany" at the Brunswick 

European Law School in Germany. The lecture focused on the 

“Knowledge–Action Gap” in Sustainable Consumption, highlighting 

how increased awareness does not always translate into responsible 

consumer behaviour. 

●  Dr. Lokesh Joshi, Acting Vice-President for Research and 

Innovation and Stokes Professor of GlycoSciences, University of 

Galway, Ireland, delivered a highly insightful FDF-cum-Lecture, on 

the topic "Biosecurity Research Trends“. The session on 6th 

December 2025 highlighted the intersections of teaching, research, 

and societal transformation, emphasizing the importance of 

balancing academic pursuits with real-world impact.

●  On 17th December 2025, the STLRC–SCALSAR Faculty 

Development Programme (FDP) titled “Cascading the Learner's 

Learnings” provided a valuable platform for faculty members from 

all three sister law schools to benefit from the insights and 

experiences of colleagues who had delivered keynote addresses or 

presented their research at various academic forums. The 

programme fostered knowledge sharing, encouraged 

interdisciplinary dialogue, and facilitated the dissemination of best 

practices in teaching, research, and professional development 

across the institutions. Prof. Dr. Shashikala Gurpur opened the FDP 

session and shared her learnings from IALS Global Law Dean's 
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●  On 18th December 2025, a series of faculty presentations 

showcased diverse research themes and academic experiences. Dr. 

Bhupesh Chintamani shared valuable insights into various aspects 

of academic writing. Dr. Sujata Arya, Dr. Sachchidanand Prasad, and 

Dr. Sanchari Basu Chaudhari discussed their experiences with digital 

ethnography and its intersection with legal discourse and practice. 

Dr. Aman presented on executive silence and the evolving discourse 

surrounding the age of consent, examining its implications for 

privacy. Dr. Amrisha Pandey highlighted issues related to river 

rejuvenation and the concept of river personhood, while Dr. Vandini 

Sharma reflected on practical insights gained from police training 

and research institutions, emphasizing their significance in 

preparing law students to become informed and effective legal 

practitioners. 

FACULTY ACHIEVEMENTS

●  Dr. Shashikala Gurpur was a Resource Person and delivered a 

lecture on 'Teaching Criminal Law' at the Seven-Day Faculty 

Development Programme organized by CRM University, Bangalore, 

on July 14, 2025.

●  Dr. Shashikala Gurpur attended the first virtual meeting of the CII 

National Committee on Legal Services for 2025-26, held on Monday, 

July 16, 2025.

●  Dr. Gurpur has received a Certificate of Appreciation from the 

Maharashtra Police Academy, Nashik for her visionary leadership 

and steadfast commitment to academic excellence.

conference, 2025 (Thailand) where she spoke about the future of 

legal studies in the context of expanding AI technologies. She also 

emphasized on the need to integrate AI with the teaching in the law 

school and teach students in the ethics and judicious use of AI. All 

other presenters drew on their earlier work, where Dr. Anudeep 

Gujjeti bought in practical usage of AI tools in research, Prof. 

Jivantika Gulati illuminated on various facets of cybercrime on 

women, Dr. Raj Varma reflected on Deepfakes and reshaping truth, 

trust and democratic discourse.
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●  On 28 July 2025, the prestigious Hall of Fame Ceremony was held 

at the Symbiosis Vishwabhavan Auditorium to honour five 

distinguished members of the Symbiosis family for their unwavering 

commitment, exemplary service, and longstanding dedication to the 

institution. The honourees included Dr. Shashikala Gurpur, Dr. 

Sujata Arya, Dr. Aparajita Mohanty, Dr. Atmaram Shelke, and Mr. 

Vinay Nindane, whose contributions have significantly enriched the 

growth and legacy of Symbiosis. 

Dr. Shashikala Gurpur receiving award from Hon'ble Chancellor 
Prof. Dr. S.B.Mujumdar

Dr. Atmaram Shelke receiving award from Hon'ble Vice 
Chancellor Dr. R. Raman

(Mr. Vinay Nindane receiving award from Hon'ble Chancellor 
Prof. Dr.S.B.Mujumdar)

●  Dr. Shashikala Gurpur has been appointed as an Honorary 

Professor at School of Law, University of Galway.  (June 26, 2025, to 

February 28, 2028) 

●  Dr. Shashikala Gurpur has been invited as a guest speaker to 

deliver lectures and engage in faculty interaction at the National 

University of Study and Research in Law (NUSRL), Ranchi, from 

August 21st to 24th, 2025.

●  Dr. Shashikala Gurpur, Director, Symbiosis Law School, Pune, 

and Dean, Faculty of Law, SIU, and was invited to participate in the 

Annual Meeting of the International Association of Law Schools 

(IALS), held on 8–9 September 2025 at the Faculty of Law, 

Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand. 
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●  Dr. Shashikala Gurpur Dean, Faculty of Law and Director SLS, 

Pune was invited to be a member of the Planning Board of NLU Delhi.

●  Dr. Shashikala Gurpur Dean, Faculty of Law and Director SLS, 

Pune was invited to Maharshi Dayanand University Rohtak, 

Department of Law for the one-day workshop on “Enhancing Legal 

Writing and Drafting Skill: Key to success in Legal Profession” on 

16.09.2025. 

●  Dr. Shashikala Gurpur, Dean of the Faculty of Law and Director of 

SLS, Pune, conducted a series of sessions at Gujarat National Law 

University for the Post Graduate Diploma Programme on Medical 

Law, Policy and Ethics (PGDMLPE) on 25th & 26th October 2025 

attended by 40 doctors.

●  Dr. Shashikala Gurpur, Dean of the Faculty of Law and Director of 

SLS, Pune, participated as moderator for a panel discussion at 

SYMPSCYH 2025 on 3rd & 4th October 2025 at the Symbiosis 

International University (SIU).The theme of the conference was 

“Navigating the Paradigms – From Mental Health to Behavioural 

Health Science, Classroom to Community, Illness to Wellness.” 
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●  Dr. Shashikala Gurpur, Dean, Faculty of Law and Director, 
Symbiosis Law School, Pune, and Dr. Sujata Arya participated in the 
two-day Faculty Workshop on "Access to Justice for Undertrial 
Prisoners: Designing Innovations in Indian Law Schools," held at the 
NALSAR campus on 21–22 November 2025.         

●  Dr. Shashikala Gurpur, Dean, Faculty of Law and Director, 
Symbiosis Law School, Pune, participated in the International 
Conference on Cyberlaw, Cybercrime & Cybersecurity (ICCC) 2025, 
organised by Cyberlaw.Net and Pavan Duggal Associates, 
Advocates. Held from 19–21 November 2025 at the Scope 
Convention Centre, New Delhi, the conference was themed “Artificial 
Intelligence Ecosystem – Challenges and Opportunities.” The event 
brought together legal professionals, policymakers, technology 
experts, and academicians to deliberate on emerging legal and 
policy issues relating to artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, 
cybercrime, and digital governance. 

●  Dr. Shashikala Gurpur, Dean, Faculty of Law, Symbiosis 

International (Deemed University), and Director, Symbiosis Law 

School, Pune, delivered the Keynote Address at the International 

Conference on Environmental Law and Climate Change 2025, 

organised by the School of Legal Studies, CMR University, 

Bengaluru, on 4 November 2025 in a hybrid mode. 

●  Dr. Shashikala Gurpur, Dean of the Faculty of Law, SIU and 

Director, SLS Pune, was invited as a Resource Person for the online 

JM Info Session (Jean Monnet Actions: Opportunities for India) 

organized by the Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive 

Agency (EACEA), European Union, on 3 December 2025.
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●  Dr. Shashikala Gurpur, Dean Faculty of Law, SIU and Director SLS 

Pune, was invited to deliver a lecture during the Induction Training 

Programme for the Officials of the Directorate General of Shipping 

on 31st December 2025 at YASHDA Pune. The session focused on 

the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, 

Prohibition & Redressal) Act.

●  Dr. Shashikala Gurpur, Dean of the Faculty of Law, SIU and 

Director, SLS Pune, delivered two sessions on the Sexual 

Harassment of Women at Workplace (POSH) Act at the National 

Academy of Defence Financial Management (NADFM) as part of the 

Induction Training Programme for IDAS probationers of the DT-

2025 batch. Date: 15 December, 2025. 

●  Dr. Shashikala Gurpur, Dean of the Faculty of Law, SIU and 

Director, SLS Pune, was invited by Vivekanand Education Society 

College of Law to deliver a session on “Criminal Procedure Reforms: 

Linkages with the Bharatiya Nagarik Sanhita, 2023” an online on 

16th December 2025.
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●  Excellence Awards - Teachers' Day 2025

Teaching Staff-

♦  DR. APARAJITA MOHANTY- Most Sincere and Adaptable 

Teaching Staff

♦  DR. APARAJITA MOHANTY- Commendable Leadership 

Performance

♦  DR. ATMARAM SHELKE- Commendable, Versatile and 

Maximum All-Round Participation - Best Teacher

♦  DR. KOMAL KHANDELWAL- Most Significant Research 

Contribution - in Management

♦  PROF. S. M. AAMIR ALI- Most Significant Research 

Contribution - in Law

♦  DR. KSHITIJ NAIKADE- Most Significant Research Contribution 

- in Humanities

♦  PROF. JIVANTIKA GULATI- Sports Person of the Year

♦  DR. ASHUTOSH PANCHBHAI- Value - Conscious, Adaptable 

and Commendable Contribution

♦  PROF. NATASHA MARTIN- Best Faculty at SYMBHAV (Unique 

Contribution)

♦  PROF. NATASHA MARTIN- Most Enthusiastic - Young Faculty at 

SLS, Pune

Non-Teaching Staff-

♦  MR. VINAY NINDANE- Commendable Overall Performance

♦  MRS. VAISHALI KADE - Most Sincere and Adaptable Staff

♦  MR. PRASHANT DOKE- Most Sincere and Adaptable Staff

♦  MR. ROHAN GAIKWAD- Sports Person of the Year

♦  MR. SUJEET CHAVAN- Honest Office Attendant

♦  MR.HANUMANTA HARWALKAR- Commendable Service 

Attendant Award

●  Dr. Shirish Kulkarni and Mr. Krish Mistry received the 5th Legal 

Aid Award at the Indian Law Institute, New Delhi.

●  Dr. Alisha Verma conducted a session on gender sensitization for 

CISF officials on August 13, 2025, covering a range of relevant 

topics. During the session, she elaborated on the provisions of the 

Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, 

Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013 (POSH Act), clarifying its 

objectives, scope, procedures, and the consequences of non-

compliance.

●  Prof. Jivantika Gulati secured third position at the national level in 

the 21 km Half Marathon (Women's Category) organized by Vijay 

Soldierathon under the aegis of the Indian Defence Forces.
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1. Dr. Shashikala Gurpur (Director & Professor) co-authored the 

Scopus-indexed article "Neurosymbolic AI for Context-Aware 

Resource Management in 5G Smart Healthcare Networks" published 

in the Journal of Environmental Protection and Ecology (2025). 

2. Dr. Shashikala Gurpur, Sudhakar Reddy, Gagan Tiwari, Vaishali 

Rajput, Ch. Phanindra and A. Suneetha published the article 

"Optimization of Discrete Data Structures via Combinatorial Stirling 

Numbers of the Second Kind" in the Journal of Discrete 

Mathematical Sciences & Cryptography (ISSN: 0972-0529; Online 

ISSN: 2169-0065). DOI: 10.47974/JDMSC-2477.

3. Mohanad Alfiras, Dr. Shashikala Gurpur, Sudhakar Tiwari, 

Ambuj Kumar Agarwal, Sandeep Dommari and Ashish Raina 

published the Scopus and Web of Science-indexed article 

"Implementation of Random Dynamical Systems for Data 

Encryption in Information Security" in the Journal of Discrete 

Mathematical Sciences and Cryptography (Print ISSN: 0972-0529; 

Online ISSN: 2169-0065), Vol. 28 (2025), Issue 5-B, pp. 2187-2195. 

DOI: 10.47974/JDMSC-2434.

4. Revathi A. Arunya, Krishna Prakash Arunachalam, Dr. 

Shashikala Gurpur and Vivek Deshpande published the article 

"Enhancing Power Quality in Grid-Connected Hybrid Renewable 

Energy Sources Using a Fennec Fox Optimization-Amplitude 

Transformed Quantum Convolutional Neural Network with Cascaded 

H-Bridge Multilevel Inverter" in Renewable Energy (2026). DOI: 

10.1016/j.renene.2025.124574.

5. Sevinthi Kali Sankar Nagarajan, Rabail Adwani, Kardeepa 

Ponnuchamy, Harshal Shah, Dr. Shashikala Gurpur and Ramya 

Maranan published the Scopus-indexed conference paper 

"Enhanced Anomaly Detection in Embedded Payment Systems 

Using Depthwise Separable CNN with Dandelion Optimizer" in the 

Proceedings of the International Conference on Intelligent 

Computing and Control Systems (ICICCS 2025). DOI: 

10.1109/ICICCS65191.2025.10984622.

6. M. Sridevi, Karuna Pandit, Abhinav Priyadarshi Tripathis, Pankaj 

Dhaundiyals, Vipul Vekariya, Dr. Shashikala Gurpur, K. Lingaraj and 

Jim Mathew Philip published the Scopus-indexed article 

"Neurosymbolic AI for Context-Aware Resource Management in 5G 

Smart Healthcare Networks" in the Journal of Environmental 

Protection and Ecology (2025).

7. Aparajita Mohanty, Shivangi Bansal, K. N. Raja Praveen, 

Parikshit Mahalle, Kommuri Srinivasa Rao and A. Sandeep Kumar 

published the article "Investigating Time-Sensitive Security Threats 

and Their Impact on Networked Communication Systems in Real-

Time Environments" in the Journal of Discrete Mathematical 

Sciences & Cryptography (ISSN: 0972-0529; Online ISSN: 2169-

0065). DOI: 10.47974/JDMSC-2473.

8. Parashiva Murthy B. M., Vidhyadar Unni Krishnan, M. K. Pushpa, 

Madhu B. K., Falguni Tlajiya and Aparajita Mohanty published the 

Scopus-indexed conference paper "Optimizing Cloud Computing 

Performance Using Adaptive and Evolutionary Algorithms for Large 

Scale Applications" in the 2025 4th International Conference on 

Distributed Computing and Electrical Circuits and Electronics 

( I C D C E C E ) ,  B a l l a r i ,  I n d i a ,  p p .  1 - 5 .  D O I :  

10.1109/ICDCECE65353.2025.11034917.

FACULTY PUBLICATIONS 9.  Girish Abhyankar, Chetan Kumar Sharma, Veeresh Malagi, 

Archana Chaudhari, N. Eswara Rao and M. Purnachandra Rao 

published the article "Applying Permutations to Optimize Topological 

Sorting Algorithms in Discrete Mathematical Structures" in the 

Journal of Discrete Mathematical Sciences & Cryptography (ISSN: 

0972-0529; Online ISSN: 2169-0065). DOI: 10.47974/JDMSC-

2474.

10. Vidhyadar Unni Krishnan, Raghu Dhumpati, Vimuktha E. Salis, 

Madhu B. K., Kruti Sutaria and Girish Abhyankar published the 

Scopus-indexed conference paper "Employing Generative 

Adversarial Networks for Secure and Reliable Synthetic Data 

Generation in Cyber Security Applications" in the 2025 4th 

International Conference on Distributed Computing and Electrical 

Circuits and Electronics (ICDCECE), Ballari, India, pp. 1-5. DOI: 

10.1109/ICDCECE65353.2025.11035442.

11. Raju M. Sairise, Nilesh M. Pawar, Supriya Nilesh Thakur, Dr. 

Atmaram Shelke, Bhushan Marutirao Nanche and Vinay Prasad 

Tamta published the Scopus-indexed article "Elliptic Curve-Inspired 

Graph Neural Networks for Lightweight Cryptographic Verification" 

in the Journal of Discrete Mathematical Sciences and Cryptography 

(Print ISSN: 0972-0529; Online ISSN: 2169-0065), Vol. 28 (2025), 

Issue 5-B, pp. 1923-1934. DOI: 10.47974/JDMSC-2427.

12. N. Geetha, T. Lalitha, R. Raman, K. B. V. Brahma Rao, Vipul 

Vekariya, Dr. Atmaram Shelke, A. Mahesh, R. Balamurugan and 

Mathew Philip published the Scopus-indexed article "Optimised 

Joint Source and Channel Coding for Enhanced Reliability in 

Millimetre-Wave Communications for Sustainable Environment" in 

the Journal of Environmental Protection and Ecology (2025).

13. Dr. Atmaram F. Shelke, Sujit Dhanuka, K. Soumya, Dr. Arvind 

Kumar Pandey, Shikhar Gupta and Nipun Setia published the article 

"An Advanced Financial Cloud Security System with AI-Based Data 

Fragmentation and Replication" in the Journal of Internet Services 

and Information Security (2025). DOI: 10.58346/JISIS.2025.I3.022.

14. Cholaraja Mudimannan, Sonam Singh Bhati, Dr Atmaram 

Shelke, Priyadarshan Dhabe, Kommineni Ravi Kumar and 

Cherukuri Krishna Veni published the article "Strategic Approaches 

to Enhancing Data Security in Intelligent Power Networks Through 

Technology and Policy" in the Journal of Discrete Mathematical 

Sciences & Cryptography (ISSN: 0972-0529; Online ISSN: 2169-

0065). DOI: 10.47974/JDMSC-2472.
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Bayesian Normalized Attention-Based Multi-Dimensional Graph 

Network with Moss Growth Optimization" in the 2025 5th 

International Conference on Pervasive Computing and Social 

Networking (ICPCSN), Salem, India, pp. 1688-1694. DOI: 

10.1109/ICPCSN65854.2025.11035351.

82. Pooja Sahni, Sharada Prasad N., Suchith Chandrappa, 

Manjusha Pandalaneni, Chintan Thacker and Abhijit Vasmatkar 

published the Scopus-indexed conference paper "Performance 

Optimization of Wireless Architectures for Low Latency 

Communication in Industrial Automation" in the 2025 4th 

International Conference on Distributed Computing and Electrical 

Circuits and Electronics (ICDCECE), Ballari, India, pp. 1-5. DOI: 

10.1109/ICDCECE65353.2025.11035929.

83. Nidhi Sharma, Alok Sharma, Karthik D. U., Ujwal Prabhakar 

Nandekar, Manisha Maddel and Ramya Maranan published the 

Scopus-indexed conference paper "Sustainable Cloud-Based 

Blockchain Solution Integrated with a Supervised Attention Multi-

Scale Temporal Convolutional Network for Efficient Supply Chain 

Management" in the Proceedings of the 8th International Conference 

on Inventive Computation Technologies (ICICT 2025). DOI: 

10.1109/ICICT64420.2025.11005175.

84. Rajesh Munirathnam, Vishal Shukla, Deepashree Devaraj, 

Chintan Thacker, Ujwal Nandekar and S. Natrayan L. published the 

Scopus-indexed conference paper "Detection of Breast Cancer Using 

Quasi-Cross Focused Transformer-Guided Quantum Network with 

Lotus Optimization" in the Proceedings of the International 

Conference on Intelligent Computing and Control Systems (ICICCS 

2025). DOI: 10.1109/ICICCS65191.2025.10985480.

85. Smita Pandey, Sapna Bansal, Abhijit Vasmatkar and Yogesh 

Dharangutti published the Scopus-indexed conference paper 

"Wetland Protection and Ramsar Convention: An Empirical Study of 

Wetlands in Bihar, India" in E3S Web of Conferences (2025). DOI: 

10.1051/e3sconf/202563201031.

86. Jyoti Chaudhary, A. V. Vijaya Kumar, Manikannan K., Amol 

Sapatnekar, Amit Barve and Ramya Maranan published the Scopus-

indexed conference paper "Enhanced Software Defect Prediction 

Using Quantum Hamiltonian Generative Adversarial Network for 

Improved Software Performance Reliability" in the Proceedings of 

the 8th International Conference on Inventive Computation 

T e c h n o l o g i e s  ( I C I C T  2 0 2 5 ) .  D O I :  

10.1109/ICICT64420.2025.11004879.

87. Sathish Srinivasan, Vidhyadar Unni Krishnan, Mahesh Kumar 

A. S., Madhu B. K., Harshal Shah and Amol Sapatnekar published 

the Scopus-indexed conference paper "Enhanced Fault and Attack 

Detection in IoT Systems with Naive Bayes and Long Short-Term 

Memory Models" in the 3rd International Conference on Integrated 

Circuits and Communication Systems (ICICACS 2025). DOI: 

10.1109/ICICACS65178.2025.10967686.

88. G. Mohan, G. Komala, K. Manikannan, Pallavi Baghel and S. 

Natrayan L. published the Scopus-indexed conference paper "Heart 

Disease Detection in Cloud Platforms: A Privacy-Driven Approach 

Using Exponential Distribution Optimized Hopfield Networks and 

Blockchain Security" in the Proceedings of the 8th International 

Conference on Inventive Computation Technologies (ICICT 2025). 

DOI: 10.1109/ICICT64420.2025.11005332. 

89. Brenda Cossman and Ratna Kapur authored the chapter 

"#MeToo, Speech, and Defamation (India, United States, and 

Pakistan)" in #MeToo and the Politics of Transnational Feminism: An 

Anthology, edited by C. Lakkimsetti and V. Reddy, published by NYU 

Press (2025). Indexed in Web of Science (WoS). 
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STUDENT'S ACHIEVEMENTS

●  Ms. Anupozu Kanthi Sree (I Year B.B.A. LL.B. (Hons.)) won a 

Silver medal in the Junior Ladies Solo Dance event and a Gold medal 

in the Senior Small Show event at the 20th Asian Roller-Skating 

Championships held in Jecheon, South Korea from July 23-29, 

2025.

●  Ms. Ashmita Udaya Shetty, Ms. Vainavi Suvarna, Ms. Anvesha 

Rawat, Mr. Jyothiraditya Bhat, Mr. Sourish Shetty and Mr. Atharva 

Bhadbade attended the International Humanitarian Law Summer 

School at Leiden University, from July 3rd to July 9th, 2025.

Proud moment for Ms. Anupozu Kanthi Sree at the 20th Asian 
Roller-Skating Championship

Ms. Ashmita Udaya Shetty, Ms. Vainavi Suvarna, Ms. Anvesha 
Rawat, Mr. Jyothiraditya Bhat, Mr. Sourish Shetty and Mr. 

Atharva Bhadbade at Leiden University

●  Ms. Krupa M Mathapathi and Mr. Shane Rebello attended the 

Cologne Summer School from July 22nd to July 31st, 2025. Ms. 

Krupa visited the United Nations Campus in Germany and attended a 

session at the United Nations University, where she learned about 

the process of drafting declarations and the role of the UN Secretary.

Ms. Krupa at the United Nations Campus in Germany

●  Ms. Pranjali Pailwal (IV year, B.A.LL.B(H)) secured 'Best 

Mediator' at the 4th Madhyasthta Mediation Competition,2025, by 

Lex Pacto, which was scheduled from 21st-22nd June,2025.

●  Ms. Varsha Devarakonda (IV Year, B.B. A. LL. B(H)) and Ms. 

Muskan (III Year, B.B.A LL. B(H)) won the title of 'Best Negotiating 

Pair' at the Lex Pax Mediation Competition 1.0 by Woxsen 

University, Telangana held virtually from 11th -12th July, 2025.
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●  Harsh Gupta (IV year, B.B.A. LL.B. (H)), Kanishka (IV year, B.A. 

LL.B. (H)), and Nandini Seth (III year, B.A. LL.B. (H)) for securing 

'Runners Up' at The NUALS Moot 2025 - IInd Edition organized by 

National University of Advanced Legal Studies (NUALS), Kochi, 

which was scheduled from 18th-24th October, 2

●  Rakshita Mahipal (II Year, B.B.A. LL.B(H)) for securing "BEST 

RESEARCHER" at the 3rd All India Soundarya College of Law, Moot 

Court Competition, 2025 conducted by Soundarya Law College, 

Bengaluru. 

●  Symbiosis Law School, Pune delivered an extremely impactful 

and powerful performance, titled “Namak Ka Daroga,” in the Nukkad 

Natak event in Biswamil 2025 and secured the first position.

BISWAMIL: Flashback Runway: Nostalgia in Vogue - Winners

●  Miss Kerala 2025: Ms. Srinidi Suresh, a 5th-year BA LLB (Hons) 

student at Symbiosis Law School, Pune, was crowned Miss Kerala 

2025 at the Swayamvara Silks Impresario event.

●  Krish Mistry, a 4th-year B.A.L.L.B.(Hons.) student, has been 

selected among the top 30 artworks worldwide by international art 

community arts exchange. He is also the only artist from Asia 

selected for the Youth Category.
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●  Ms. Anupozu Kanthi Sree of Symbiosis Law School, Pune, 

studying in 1st Year B.B.A. LLB. (Hons.) (Batch of 2025-30) has won 

the Gold Medal in the Senior Ladies Solo Dance category at the 63rd 

National Roller-Skating Championship, held at Visakhapatnam, 

Andhra Pradesh, on 12th December, 2025.                   

●  Mr. Likhit NR, a student of the LLM programme (Batch of 2025-

26) of SLS Pune, displayed exceptional precision and focus at the 

68th National Shooting Championship, competing against the 

nation's top marksmen, and qualifying for the INDIA TEAM 

SELECTION TRIALS.
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STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

The Digital Frontier: AI, Privacy, and Human Rights

●  R ADITYA delivered a powerful presentation titled "The 

Algorithmic Abyss, and the Case for Pluralist Privacy" at ICSHR 2025 

RGNUL (October 2025), offering a sharp critique of India's biometric 

surveillance and the DPDP Act while advocating for robust privacy 

protections against algorithmic bias.

●  T S Yadhu Nandhan tackled the complexities of the future in 

"Algorithm & Accountability: Rethinking AI inventorship under 

International IP Law and South Asian Jurisprudence." Presented in 

October 2025 and published in February, this research is featured in 

the book "South Asian Voices on Artificial Intelligence & Law: 

Regulation, Rights and Realities" (ISBN: 978-81-990503-8-9). It 

confronts the unprecedented legal hurdles posed by autonomous AI 

systems like DABUS.

●  Vidhi Shrivastava published "Future of Transparency: RTI in the 

digital age of data protection and AI" in the Indian Journal of Law and 

Legal Research (December 2025). This paper exposes how data-

driven governance, algorithmic decision making, and AI have 

revealed profound structural constraints within the document-

centric approach of the RTI Act.

●  Riddhi Debnath and Ashmit Debnath authored "Human Rights 

2.0: Reconstructing Dignity, Autonomy, and Freedom in the Digital 

Era" for the RGNUL Law Review (December 2025). Their work is a 

timely exploration of how surveillance technologies, algorithmic 

bias, and rapid digitalization are radically reshaping fundamental 

human liberties.

Criminal Justice, Liability, & Humanitarian Reform

●  Prarthi Malani published "Criminal Defenses based on Genetic 

Predisposition" in The Amikus Qriae (July 2025), providing a 

compelling and cutting-edge analysis of legal defenses built upon 

genetic predispositions in criminal cases.

●  B. Namita Varshini contributed "The Paradox Of Open Prisons In 

India: Humanitarian Reform Or Administrative Lapse?" to the 

International Journal for Legal Research and Analysis (August 

2025). The paper critically scrutinizes open prisons as an alternative 

to traditional incarceration, highlighting uneven implementation, the 

absence of uniform legislation, and the urgent need for gender-

sensitive facilities.

●  Pehal Singhvi brought critical attention to historical injustices 

with the paper "Revisiting State Liability and Victim's Rights in Mass 

Disasters: A Critical Appraisal of the Bhopal Gas Leak Disaster 

(Processing of Claims) Act, 1985" (October 2025).

Constitutional Law, Society, & Global Policy

●  Inaya Narula and Raghav Goyal published "Reimagining Social 

Empowerment: A Constitutional, Judicial, Global Rethink of India's 

Reservation System" in the International Journal for Legal Research 

and Analysis (December 2025). They boldly argue that the core 

effectiveness of the reservation system has been compromised over 

time by political misuse, legal changes, and shifting socio-economic 

realities.
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●  Nishka Garg presented "Law as Reflection of Collective 

Conscious: Assessing how Legal Frameworks Construct Social 

Perception" at the International Conference on “Challenges, 

Prospects & Emerging Dimensions of Human Rights” organized by 

St. Xavier's University, Kolkata (12-13 December 2025). The paper 

explores the delicate space law occupies in shaping a nation's moral 

framework and collective perception of right and wrong.

●  Saptashwa Banerjee presented "Reconciling Trade and SDG 14: 

Striking a Balance Between Trade Commitments and the WTO 

Fisheries Subsidies Agreement" in November 2025, which was 

subsequently published in February 2026 in Volume III Issue IV of 

the LawFoyer International Journal of Doctrinal Legal Research. This 

vital research analyzes the delicate balance between international 

trade commitments, sustainable fisheries governance, and SDG 14 

objectives.
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