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Symbiosis Law School, Pune, a constituent of Symbiosis International (Deemed University), 

organised Deeksharambh 2026, the induction programme for approximately 700 newly admitted 

students of the B.A./B.B.A./B.Com. LL.B. (Hons.), LL.B., and LL.M., programmes, on 8 August 2026 

at the SVC Auditorium, Old Campus, Viman Nagar. The programme also formed part of the 

institution’s Golden Jubilee commemorations, marking fifty years of excellence in legal education, 

academic innovation, and service to society. The formal inauguration of the Golden Jubilee 

celebrations, however, was postponed to a later date owing to the unavailability of Dr. Vidya 

Yeravadekar, Hon’ble Chancellor, and Prof. Dr. S. B. Mujumdar, Hon’ble Founder and President of 

Symbiosis.  

The programme commenced with the ceremonial lighting of the lamp, followed by the welcome and 

introduction of dignitaries by Prof. (Dr.) Shashikala Gurpur, Fulbright Scholar, Director, Symbiosis 

Law School, Pune, Dean, Faculty of Law, Symbiosis International (Deemed University), and Jean 

Monnet Chair Professor. The event brought together Dr. Ramakrishna Raman, Hon’ble Vice-

Chancellor, Symbiosis International (Deemed University); Prof. (Dr.) Shashikala Gurpur; and Adv. 

Hitesh Jain, Managing Partner, Parinam Law Associates, former full-time Member of the 23rd Law 

Commission of India, and distinguished alumnus of Symbiosis Law School, Pune. In her welcome 

address, Prof. (Dr.) Shashikala Gurpur reflected on the rich history and evolution of Symbiosis Law 

School, Pune, and recalled the vision of Prof. Dr. S. B. Mujumdar, Founder and President, 

Symbiosis. Referring to Mahatma Gandhi’s observation that “civilisation is a great idea,” she 

highlighted how a great idea continues to evolve through institutions and the people who shape 

them. Tracing the growth of Symbiosis Law School, Pune since its establishment in 1977, she 

emphasised the institution’s enduring culture of innovation, autonomy, international engagement, 

and service to society. She also welcomed Adv. Hitesh Jain and highlighted his distinguished 

journey as an alumnus, legal practitioner, former Member of the Law Commission of India, and a 

professional engaged with emerging areas of law. 

Addressing the newly admitted students, Dr. Ramakrishna Raman shared practical lessons for their 

academic and professional journey. He emphasised that there are no shortcuts to meaningful 

success and encouraged students to embrace hard work, take initiative, and remain open to 

learning. Reflecting on the rapidly changing professional landscape, he highlighted the 

transformative impact of artificial intelligence across disciplines and stressed the importance of 

adaptability and continuous skill development. Dr. Raman encouraged students to volunteer, take 

up new challenges, learn from their mistakes, and make effective use of the opportunities available 

to them. He also highlighted the importance of learning from teachers, peers, personal effort, and 

life experiences. Stressing the value of teamwork, he urged students not to overlook the weakest 

member of a team and encouraged them to question, enquire, collaborate, and remain committed 

to lifelong learning. He concluded by urging the students to make the most of their years at 

Symbiosis Law School, Pune, and to build a meaningful legacy for themselves, their families, the 

institution, and the country. 

The keynote address was delivered by Adv. Hitesh Jain on the theme, “Law in an Age of Disruption: 

Why Character Will Matter More Than Knowledge.” Drawing from his own experiences as a student 

of Symbiosis Law School, Pune, Adv. Jain reflected on the confidence, mentorship, friendships, and 



opportunities that shaped his professional journey. He recalled his experience of participating in a 

Moot Court Competition and explained how losing the final became an important learning experience 

that strengthened his confidence and courage. Adv. Jain noted that artificial intelligence can now 

assist with legal research, drafting, summarising judgments, and preparing briefs. At the same time, 

he cautioned students about the possibility of inaccurate or non-existent authorities appearing in AI-

generated content and emphasised the importance of human verification and critical judgement. He 

identified judgement, integrity, conduct, and character as qualities that will increasingly distinguish 

legal professionals in an age where knowledge is widely accessible. Adv. Jain concluded by 

encouraging students to cultivate four essential habits during their years at law school: learning how 

to think rather than merely what to think, developing clear communication and attentive listening, 

building a professional reputation rather than merely accumulating qualifications, and remaining 

curious by reading beyond law, including history, economics, technology, literature, and philosophy. 

He emphasised the importance of sustained reading and intellectual depth in an increasingly digital 

environment. 

The programme concluded with the Vote of Thanks delivered by Dr. Sujata Arya, Associate 

Professor, Symbiosis Law School, Pune, who expressed gratitude to the leadership of Symbiosis, 

the chief guest, the Director, faculty members, students, and the organising team, along with the 

alumni of SLS, Pune and other sister Law Schools of SIU, who attended the program online.  

Deeksharambh 2026 provided the incoming students with an inspiring beginning to their journey at 

Symbiosis Law School, Pune. The programme brought together institutional reflection, professional 

insight, and practical guidance, emphasising hard work, courage, continuous learning, teamwork, 

critical thinking, responsible use of technology, communication, integrity, and character. As 

Symbiosis Law School, Pune moves towards the formal inauguration of its Golden Jubilee 

celebrations, Deeksharambh reaffirmed its commitment to nurturing competent, ethical, and socially 

responsible legal professionals and carrying forward the institution’s rich legacy into its next chapter. 

 

Dr. Ramakrishna Raman, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Symbiosis International (Deemed University), 

Felicitating Adv. Hitesh Jain, Managing Partner, Parinam Law Associates 



  

 

Prof. (Dr.) Shashikala Gurpur, Fulbright Scholar, Director, Symbiosis Law School, Pune, Dean, 

Faculty of Law, Symbiosis International (Deemed University), and Jean Monnet Chair Professor 

reflecting on the rich history and evolution of Symbiosis Law School, Pune 

 

Dr. Ramakrishna Raman, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Symbiosis International (Deemed University), 

sharing practical lessons to the students for their academic and professional journey 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adv. Hitesh Jain, Managing Partner, Parinam Law Associates, delivering the keynote address on 

the theme, “Law in an Age of Disruption: Why Character Will Matter More Than Knowledge.” 
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