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Symbiosis Law School, Pune, a constituent of Symbiosis International University, organized 

the 7th edition of its flagship event Conclave 2024, a Legal Panel Discussion, on the theme 

Enhancing Legal Frameworks for Sustainable Business: Prioritizing ESG and Climate 

Action on April 6, 2024  at 10:30 am at the Ishanya Auditorium, Viman Nagar, Pune.  

 

Raghavendra Pai, Student Moderator and Advisor of the Conclave Committee, addressed 

the audience and welcomed the Guest of Honour, Prof. (Dr.) Shashikala Gurpur, Fulbright 

Scholar, Director, Symbiosis Law School, Pune, Dean, Faculty of Law, Symbiosis 

International (Deemed University), Jean Monnet Chair Professor (EUC-LAMP Co-

funded by EU). She acknowledged the presence of the esteemed chief guest, Hon'ble Justice 

Sanjay A. Deshmukh and delivered the welcome address. At the outset, she recounted the 

collaborative efforts of the SLS student body in bringing the event to fruition, dating back to 

its inception seven years ago. She underscored the inclusivity of the conclave, as it brings 

together all stakeholders in legal justice which is a fortuitous opportunity to enrich 

transnational programs, particularly in climate justice across multiple nations in the global 

south.  

 

Prof (Dr.) Gurpur felicitated the chief guest, Hon'ble Justice Sanjay A. Deshmukh, after 

which he addressed the audience. Hon’ble Justice Deshmukh, emphasized the importance of 

methodical problem-solving, wherein he noted that adherence to established legal framework 

supersedes reliance on personal logic. He also underscored the significance of rigorous 

comprehension of statutory definitions for effective problem solving and legal interpretation 

in the legal profession. 

 

The Conclave Committee unveiled a captivating theme-reveal video, setting the stage for an 

insightful Panel Discussion. Prof. (Dr.) Shashikala Gurpur, felicitated the esteemed panelists 

and began the discussion and delved into each sub-theme, intertwining them with thought-

provoking questions drawn from a survey meticulously conducted by the Conclave Committee. 

 

Mr. Sanjay Upadhyay Senior Advocate, Supreme Court, highlighted that the genesis of 

ESG lies in the country systems approach wherein global principles of multinational companies 



had to be adhered to, and integrated into the national regulatory frameworks. He expounded 

upon the tangible business advantages stemming from environmental compliance, cautioning 

against the substantial costs incurred by noncompliance, including adverse mental and societal 

repercussions.  

 

Mr. Narendra Kumar Jain, Vice President and Head of Environment (Corporate), 

Jubilant Ingrevia, noted that there exists a gap in understanding the regulatory framework and 

implementing solutions to environmental issues emanating from the industry itself. He 

highlighted that even if the above gap was addressed, the problem of economic viability of 

environmental compliance would arise. He expressed concern on ESG guidelines stating that 

while they may benefit big business houses capable of absorbing compliance costs, smaller 

players may struggle to comply, potentially exacerbating financial disparities. 

 

Mr. Purusharth Singh, Partner, Kochhar & Co., discussed concepts such as the Green 

Premium, risk-adjusted returns, and government initiatives like Green Bonds aimed at 

promoting sustainable governance. He noted that while India possesses the requisite 

technology to bridge the existing gaps, it lacks the capital to access it at the same time. Despite 

acknowledging the slow pace of change, Mr. Singh expressed optimism about the significant 

shift in decision-making psyche towards sustainable practices, affirming a more responsible 

future. 

 

Mr. Nawneet Vibhaw, Partner, Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas, noted that integrating 

various stakeholders into the decision-making process can ensure that diverse perspectives are 

considered, fostering a sense of shared responsibility. He warned about the looming threat of 

greenwashing, wherein companies may misrepresent their environmental efforts for profit. 

Hence by adhering to ethical practices, businesses can thrive in the long run.   

 

Ms. Dhanya Mallar, Dual Qualified Lawyer - England & Wales/ India, suggested 

leveraging technologies like AI to improve accuracy in risk assessment and decrease 

expenditure, proposing government incentives for their adoption. Further, she discussed the 

issue of greenwashing and how government regulations, such as those prohibiting misleading 

claims about product organicity, help maintain fairness. Ms. Dhanya advocated for 

decentralization of implementation, enabling businesses to adopt sustainable practices more 

effectively.  



The panel then engaged in a question-and-answer session with the audience, facilitating an 

interactive exchange of ideas and insights. Prof. Aparajita Mohanty, Deputy Director, SLS-

P delivered a warm vote of thanks, concluding the event.  

 







 

 

 

 

Conclave Photos Link: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1mBNV25zZ6J3hq1nimTN6dCWxiu9iga_p  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1mBNV25zZ6J3hq1nimTN6dCWxiu9iga_p
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