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Symbiosis Law School, Pune under the auspices of the Symbiosis family has always witnessed a
large variety of intelligent and capable students from varying backgrounds and cultures coming
together. Thus, fulfills the essence of the Vedic Principles of o6 Vasudhai va KuThe mt
students of our college come from all over the world and live as one family.

Symbiosis International University has been the beacon of excellence in all spheres of education
in India and beyond. Symbiosis Law School, Pune under its aegis has created a niche for itself in
the field of legal education, offering not only quality legal education but also catering to the
unmet legal needs of society.

The Annual Alumni Meet is an opportunity for all the alumni who have witnessed this evolution

of Symbiosis Law School, Pune. It facilitates them to come together to reconnect, reminisce and
bridge the present with the past. This college has witnessed all of you as young enthusiastic
students, whether it was in 1977 or now. It is for the young to learn from the more experienced
and the accomplished to relive the passion and innocent zeal of starting afresh.

We are proud of our alumni for keeping our flag flying high both in the profession and public

service. Keep up the great strides!

Padma Bhushan Dr. S.B. Mujumdar
Founder and President, Symbiosis Society
Chancellor, Symbiosis International University
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We are proud to say that our alumni have always been with us throughout every endeavour,
which has contributed greatly to our growth and success. The Law School fraternity has
contributed to judiciary, profession, academia and governance through its alumni. The focus on
research and the quest for knowledge dissemination continue to be the cornerstone of the legacy
of Symbiosis Law School, Pune and it has earned us several laurels.
Every institution is nurtured by the hard work of the Director, Faculty and staff. Students blend
and add to such an endeavour. Such reputation for excellence is consolidated when the alumni
win accolades for themselves and their alma mater. Symbiosis Law School, Pune continues its
journey of excellence through you, our dedicated alumni.
We are proud of the achievements of the Symbiosis family and hope for the continued success of
all its members.
All the best.

Dr. Rajani Gupte

Vice-Chancellor

Symbiosis International University
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Symbiosis Law School, Pune has consistently maintained close association with its students after
they graduate and become privileged members of its alumni community.

An institution is known by the quality of its students and the students in turn are recognised by
the reputation of the institution. It is a Symbiosis indeed! Symbiosis Law School, Pune was
founded with the vision of imparting good quality legal education to its students along with
developing them as leaders of tomorrow.

The Al umni net work of the college showcases the
accomplishing the motto. Our team has taken up various alumni interaction activities in
innovative ways. | wish you well for the similar initiatives in future.

| appeal to you to continue your service to our students as before as resource, joy, peace, mentors,
buddy and role models.

I am proud that the alumni of this Law School who have strengthened the mission of justice and
excellence over the years.

| wish you all the best.

Dr.Vidya Yeravdekar

Principal Director, Symbiosis Society
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Dear Alumni,

Warm hello and welcome after a year.

This newsletter resonates with the joy of your
achievements and contribution. Your friends and colleagues
have raised the bar. Over last few years, many stars have
emerged holding the true spirit of excellence imbibed in
Symbiosis Law School, Pune. This spans across profession
and service at global level. We intend to invest in
consolidating and expanding the alumni base to strengthen
our university in its march towards world class. This Meet

is imbued with a hope. In future, it will witness our team

visit to your home city or your visit for convocation or a

mega event. It made our maiden international mock trial
competition possible. Many of you have helped in placement, internship, curriculum review,
enrichment programs, moot support and many laurels in recent days. Consistent Scholarship
support by Advocate Hitesh Jain in last 9 years has also echoed the spirit of giving. Most of all,
many star faculty drawn from the alumni have been part of journey to amplified excellence in

the recent NAAC Re -accreditation process.

Long live our bond. Let us take our unity to further levels of excellence and greatness.

Much gratitude, solidarity, appreciation and joy.

Dr.Shashikala Gurpur, Fulbright Scholar
Director, Symbiosis Law School, Pune

Dean, Faculty of Law, Symbiosis International University
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What was your motivation to enter the legal
profession?

My motto, as a child, was to question everything. Whilst
this got me into trouble most times, it helped me develop
a structured manner of thinking, which unbeknownst to
me at that time, would define me thenceforth. | took
nothing for granted, read extensively and ensured | spoke
my mind. | considered myself a creature of logic, and was
drawn towards debates and public speaking. The legal

profession just seemed like the right fit for me.

If not law, what would have been your alternative choice of profession and why?
Following the footsteps of my grandfather and father, | would surely have considered joining
the Armed Forces. | have a deep -rooted sense of patriotism and believe that selflessly serving

oneds nation is the most nobl e of al | Vvirtues.

What are some of the fondest memories you have of Symbiosis Law School, Pune?

I donodt have anything but fond memories of my
them all here would make this portion of the interview run into several pages. To list only a few

would be unfair to the rest.

Apart from academics, what other experiences at Law School have assisted you pro-
fessionally?

Living in Pune, away from home, was an experience in its own right. | learned to be responsible,
to fend for myself and to depend on myself. At the same, | forged strong, lasting bonds with

college mates and professors. My time at law school trained me to become a lawyer long before |
registered with the Bar Council of India.
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What are the changes you would like to see in the Indian Legal System?

Given the myriad advancements in technology, | hope the legal system in India gains
momentum in adopting the same. While we see a few instances of the Judiciary adapting to
technological advancements, | eagerly look forward to a complete systemic metamorphosis.
Apart from the obvious benefit of being environment friendly, this transition would make the
system more efficient and transparent. It would enable easy access, storage and retrieval of
documents/pleadings and tremendously reduce the manpower and logistical inefficiencies that

contribute to delays in the system.

What are some of the challenges that you have faced in your practice that you

would caution young lawyers about?

Being a lawyer now entails not just providing legal solutions to your clients but also making
the solutions practically and commercially viable. Most clients expect their lawyers to possess
a keen commercial acumen and knowledge not just of the law but also of market realities and
dynamics. Young lawyers would be well advised to develop a habit of analysing and
evaluating facts from a legal as well as commercial standpoint. Cultivating this habit will

garner you a reputation for rendering unique, novel and pioneering advice.

What message would you give to the current students of our college?
There is no replacement for hard work. There are no free hand -outs in life. If you give it

everything, there is nothing in the world than can stop you from achieving your true potential.

How important do you think an alumni network is to a law school? In that respect,

what message would you give your fellow alumni?

The alumni network of a law school can be instrumental in building careers, not only as an
avenue for job opportunities, but also for guidance and mentorship. It is also a readily
available pool of knowledge and experience for students and young lawyers to tap into. | would
actively encourage Symbiosis Law School to aim for greater integration of the alumni with
students. | am confident that my fellow alumni will join me in supporting and nurturing our

alumni network.

ALUMNI NEXUS | Edition 7, 2017



ALUMNI NEXUS

', ) -03%3 [ & ' . .51, l ., 5-.) - %%4

The Annual Alumni Meet for the year 2016 was organized on 20 t March 2016. The Meet was

organized alongside the First Symbiosis International Criminal Trial Advocacy Competition
(SICTA). The Meet witnessed over 70 alumni getting together at the Viman Nagar Campus. The
Chief Guest for the event was Hon. Mohan Peiris, Former Chief Justice & Attorney General, Sri
Lanka. The Annual Alumni Newsletter was released by all the dignitaries and an announcement
was made regarding the launch of our Alumni Networking digital platform, Vaave which will help
increase the alumni database and also allow the alumni to access the entire database online.

All in all, the Meet was a successful and a memorable event.
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Symbiosis Law School, Pune organized a Workshop on

6Judging and Judici al Tr ahidaly, ng
2016 with Hondble Judge Kristi
Judicial Circuit, Circuit Court of South Carolina, USA as the
resource person for 45 judges of Pune District Court. The

Chi ef Guest for the event was
Gokhale, Formerly Judge, Supreme Court of India. The

Keynote Speaker was Hondobl e Juct

Principal District Judge, Pune. He mentioned that with the
busy schedule of judges and the stressful situations they face while administering justice, they
rarely get a chance to visit law schools to stop and reflect upon judging, an opportunity which

they are privileged to get today.
Hondble Judge Kristi Harrington conducted two t

Bench 6 and O6How to Take Care of You?o.
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Symbiosis Law School, Pune and the Centre for Law and Policy Research, Bangalore (CLPR)

jointly organized the Regional Round (Western)
constitution and its history. This quiz was conducted by Walnut Solutions on 30 th July, 2016.

Out of 44 teams in the western regional round, only 6 teams reached the Regional Rounds. The

SLS, Pune team outshone the rest as it bagged the first prize. VM Salgaonkar College, Goa and

SVKM Pravin Gandhi College of Law, Mumbai came second and third respectively.
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Symbiosis Law School, Pune and Public Concern for

Governance Trust (PCGT), Pune, jointly organized, the
Late Shri B.G. Deshmukh Memorial Lecture, 2016 on
the topic-0 Two | deas oo 234 |Augdst, 2316.
Dr. Bhanu Mehta, President, Centre for Policy Research
in his Keynote Address spoke about the fault lines

emerging in contemporary India.

Talking about the ideological conflict that exists in India,
Mr. Mehta stated that while some say the conflict is between a secular and a communist ideology

but the tension in reality exists within us as
India, simple and intuitive thought is the need of the hour. If you let a seamless flow of freedom

run through, all conflicts will flow out by the
This Annual Public Lecture Series has been instituted in the honour of Late Shri B. G.
Deshmukh, IAS, Former Cabinet Secretary, Government of India and Principal Secretary to the

Prime Minister.
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Student Advi sory Board organi zed Te atSeptambed, 2006 y
This event was a huge success, the staff had a
biggest attraction of the event was the Annual Award Distribution Ceremony for teaching and
non-teaching staff of SLS, Pune in the line of Film Fare Awards.

Celebration included cultural programmes where in students and faculty members participated

together.
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The conference was hosted on 10t September, 2016 on the

backdr op of Symbi osi s Law Schoc
Symbiosis Contemporary Law Journal and the student journal
Symbiosis Student Law Review. The event was graced by Prof.

(Dr.) Vijender Kumar, Vice -Chancellor, Maharashtra National

Law University, Nagpur as the Chief Guest and Prof. Kris
Gledhill, Associate Professor, AUT Law School, New Zealand

and Prof. Dr. Anjani Kumar Verma, Dean, School Chemical
Sciences and Dean, Research and Academic Affairs Central

University of Haryana as the Guest of Honour.

The conference covered four tracks; International Law and
J Human Rights, Public Law and Governance, Business Laws and

[ k; ‘ 3, ‘ IPR, Technology and Innovation Laws.
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The annual intra -college fest of Symbiosis Law School, Pune was conducted on 21 st, 22nd gnd 23

September, 2016. The t heme for this year was O6Bounty Hu
6 Most Wantedod6é, where the participants were to as
the identity of Mr. X.

With over 30 events ranging from creative skills to cultural talents, Symptoms was pumped up

with great zeal and enthusiasm.
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Members of the Student Advisory Board of 2016 -17 and Cell Representatives were taken on an

outbound trip to Surya Shibir, Panshet on Sinhagad Road. It was atwo  -day trip over the weekend
on 24t and 25t September kept for the purpose of building familiarity and bonding among the
Student Advisory Board and Cell members with the help of activities like trekking, team building
exercises, adventure sports, leadership skill building and various Advisory Board meetings with
constructive debates, discussions and suggestions. The trip, structured like a corporate work

retreat, increased the fluency of communication among the various Committees of the Student
Advisory Board, the various Cells of the Institution and the Class Representatives, paving the

ground for mutual cooperation and support 9 all of this while creating memories to be cherished.
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A symposium was organized on 19 t and 20t November, 2016. Prof. Dr. James Kraska, Howard S.

Levie Professor and Acting and Director, Stockton Centre for Study on International Law, U.S.
Naval War College was the Chief Guest for the ceremony with Brig. Rajiv Divekar (Rted.),
Director, Symbiosis Institute of Management Studies, SIU gracing as the Guest of Honour. The
aim of the event was to contribute towards knowledge generation, dissemination, faculty capacity

building and foster the spirit of national development.
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